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_ © Chriſtian Reader,'._ do ee Ee 
| He ftill-ont-Rtretched hand of Gods powerful Wrath * 
_over this poor Conntry, in ſmiting down our Pillars, | 
plucking mp our, Stakes, and taking from, us the 
' & _breath'of our Noſtrilt,, i a matter fo: daleful and 
ſolemnly awful and tremendous, that we may \Well fegh oat our "I 
ſorrows , in the' words of the lamenting Church, Lam, 5.16,17, - 
The crown is fallen from our head ; woe unto us that we have | 
ſinned. For this our heart is faint, for theſe things our eyes 
are dim. How oft hgue we ſecn' Aaron called y to. Mount Hor, 
and Moſes to Mount Nebo, and there tripped. ont of the Rags 
of Mortality, to be clothed with the Glory of a better world? 
O how much of our glory have we ſinned down into the duſt : 
/ Abraham # zow ignorant of 245, and Iſrael acknowleageth us not ; 
yet let our Father and Redeemer whoſe Name is from everlaſting, _ 
of, vouchſate to return, for his ſervants ſake, the Tribes of hus In- © <A 
heritance : Let him not ſuffer us to erre from his wayes, nor har- 
acn our heart from hs fear , but ſo awaken, aff. and teach us 
to profit, that being aceply and daetly humbled under his mighty *,: 
hand, he may plzaſe to lift us up in due time, Let thoſe dreadful 0 * * 
T bunder-claps Which of late have broken over our heads, awaken n 
and call us up from the bed of Sloth, to wreſtle in Prayer with the | 
God of Salvations, whoſe mercy endureth for ever, that he may be 
prevailed with to raife the T abernacle of David which u« fallen, aud 


4 A 


repair all our breaches, to gave(as Eleazar after deceaſed Aaron, ſo) 
Joſhua to ſucceed Moſes, furniſhed with a double portion of his 
Spirit, to encounter and overcome all emergent difficulties be may I 
meet with, in the race be us. ſet to run, That growing ſfirit 'of . 
 .  wantonneſs under, and wearineſs of Gods Rule inConmon-wealth E _ 
Le and Church, cannot *but adade veeight to that load, which lygh on _ © = 
the Shoulders of ſuch as ere called to bear the burthen and heat of *_ 
\. ſuchaday. Toencoprage the hearts and ſtrengthen the mew © "$M 
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reſt, in Preaching this following Sermon to a great and honourable 
Auditory, What is here preſented, . Was takewont of the Copy: 


2 owr Jeruſalems- Fall, .was the -piom-deſegn, and. 
pradent ſtope of that Worthy Servant: of Chriſt, who- tr now-at: 


Written by the Authors own hand: Had he lived to review and 


prepare it for the Preſs, it had probably: come. forth- with greater 
luſtre and vigouwr. That his praiſe-worthy pans taken 18. Stuay- 
ing, Writing, Praying and Preaching, and of others in Publiſhing 
4 Diſcourſe ſo ſeaſonable and uſeful, may not be loft , that the 


Living God may yet delight to appear for us in Mounts of Difficalty, 


to ſettle our mary 6: rp all our Bick-ſlidings and Breaches, and 


to give u ſuch chilful State-Phyſicians , as may by apt means 


prudently uſed, recover us to a better condition of Health , that 
the Beauty of the Lord our God may be upon #, and his Glory on 
our Children; let be the travail of thy Soul, in prajer to Him in 
whoſe favonr if life. To w_ bl:ſſing 1 commend thee, in per- 
ufing-wont is here put into thy hangs ;, and reſt. 


Chine ia the Lord Jeſus, 


F. S. 
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Nehemiah 2. 10. | 
n= There was come 4-man to ſeck the welfare of the- 
children of iſrael. - | 


He Occaſion of theſe words, and frame of the Cox-' 
text, is known and obvious to every Reader, we 
need not take up time-in that, gp | 

| Thewords are a ſhort, but notable Chara@Ter 
or deſcription of good Nehemiah,. when appointed 'ro be Go- 
vernogr or Ruler in 7#dah, and that in a time of trouble: (of 
creat Affliction and Reproach, as ver. 3,- of Chap.1, and the - 
whole frame of the Story tells us) then he willingly undertakes ' 
the Charge, and-comes with this deſign, this- was hw -aimand + 
ſpirir, (as it was afterward his prat7iſe) to ſeek the yelfare of | 
the Children of J/ra/.- If. you ask who, or what Nehemiah 
was, that was now come to be Ruker in 7«dah, (for ſo he was, 
Chap.5.14.) or what his buſineſs or deſign was ? You are an- * 
ſwered in this Periphraſis, There was come a man to ſeek the wel- © 
fare of the children of Jſrael, It is brotight in here as that that 
was the grief of the back-friends of 7adah, ( Sanballat and 
T obiah, when they heard of .it, it grieved-them exceedingly, ſaith ' 
the Text) butit was a triith init elf, (that is ic that | aim at) - 


this was the News that was then to be heard at 'Feryſalem : and 

it. was no.ſmall joy to them, thar-there was come a man (v1. * 

- Nebemiah) whoſe aim, buſineſs and ſpirit was: to ſeek, the wel- 
fare, (or the good, as the word 15). of, or that that was good * 
for, the children of Iſrael. | 


Bur without farther: Preface, the words plainly afford us this © 
Truch a= | | A3- 2 Do&R; be” 


? 'Do&. 1t i the Work and Spirit of faithful Rulers, to ſeek | 
the welfare of the People, eſpecially when as they are the 


3 People of. the God of Iſrael, Or, \ | 
*A It is the Duty and the Spirit of faithful Rulers, even in dif- 
- ficult and troubleſome Times,” (yon may adde thar, tor 
= * that was ?he caſe of the Text) to ſeek the good (or 
; welfare) of the People, eſpecially when as they are the 
EY People of God. | 


Thus Wehemiah did, this was his Spirit and Charader, and he 
. made it his buſineſs all thetime he was Ruler in 74dah, as the 
whole after-ſtory ſhews ,which is a large Comment on the Text, 
and his commended Example is here ſet forth in the Book of 
God, for others I»ſtru&ion and Imitation, Rulets (I ſay) are 
to ſeek the Welfare, the good of the People: Rom.1 3.4. He i 
the Miniſter of Godto thee for good ,, ſpeaking of the Civil a- 
giſtrate :* heis ſo by his Place, and he ought ro be ſo in his Pra- 
ctice,, Eith.10.3. Wealth-good (the word is) or welfare : the 
C2 ſame word is there in the Hebrew, with this in the Text. Zak. - 
q 4 22.25. Civil Rulers are called Zenefd4ors, (ſaith- Chriſt) arid 
LE - ſuclſthey ought co be, as they may juſtly an&rruy be ſo'called , 
| Benefactors, «.:pys7a1, deers of good, to and for the'\people they 
| rule over, eſpecially when they are the people: of 'God', fo we 
1, know 1(rael (the children of 7/-ae!) were Gods Covenant peo- 
| 
| 


43 Fw — 
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ple, 2. Sam.7.24, and to ſeek the welfare of ſuch a people (the 
children and people of 7/rae!) that hath an Emphaſis in the 
Text, was emphatically the defgn and deſire of good Nehemiah, 
that conſideration moved his heart when be was in tRe Court of 
Perſia, both to pray for them, and to endeavory their help, Chap, 
-1.10. The ſafety of Zeryſalem, the holy City, by his building 
_up the Wall thereof, was his main deſign, Nehem.2. 13,17. So 
OY P/al.78.71,72. great is the Truſt and Obligation upon, David, 
' whenſe Rule) that are the people of God 
| when ſet to feed (to Rale) 7acob, that are the people of ; 
b- and 1/ael his inheritance :. P/al.122. 9; fo ſpeaks David, a 
{ - Ruler, to 7eruſalem.For the Religious Intereſts thereof (Becauſe - 
if of the Houſe of God that is in it) he is eminently affe&ted ro /eehb 
En. - its good, ” _ m7 


in Troubleſome Tame” ' © 
._ For alittle -Explication. The 04je#, [the Peoples welfare} 
and the AZ, [ Seek] are here conſiderable. | HR 

Quelt. 1. Fhat # that good, or welfare of the people, Which 
Rulers ought to ſeek? or Wherein doth it conſiſt ? 

Anſw,. Take it in the Example of Nehemiah, the improve- 
ment whereof the Text leads us unto. | : 

I, Theyareto ſeek the Maintenance and furtherance of true * 
Rili7ion amongſt a people. Nehemiah did nor think himſelf un- 
concern'd in that, or that he being a C:vil Raler, had nothing 
ro do in matters of Religion : He encouraged and aſliſted :Zzr4 
in the Reformation of Religion, Chap.8. & 19, He pur forth 
his Authority to reſtrain and redreſs ſundry abuſes therein , as * 
Nehem.13. The defiling of the Temple, ver.7,8,9. Negle of. 
the Levites, ver.10-—13. Prophanation of the Sabbath, ver. 
15—22. Religionis the chief and principal thing, wherein the 
welfare of a people ſtands , it is impoſſible they ſhould be welt. 
and ao well without this, whereby they may come to ſerve God | 
and glorifie him, and-attain Salvation for their-own Souls; The 
weal, the excellency, end and: happineſs of Mankinde, lyes in - 
true Religion : and therefore if Rulers ſeek the weal of a 
people, they-muſt needs ſeek the advancement and eſtabliſhment 
Of this. Hence Religio eff [umm politice fins , Religion is the © 
chief and laſt end of Civil Policy. A!fed. Encyolop.p.1 389. Gods 
Commandments are the Rule of man's good, Dent. 6. 24. & © 
5.29. ſois the f-/# Table as well as the ſecond: hence they 
mult be keepers of both T ables.. - 

2, In ſubordination to Religion, they are to ſeek alſo the ex-' 
ternal, temporal welfare of: the people : - S 

I, Conſiſting in their Safety , that Nehemiah taketh care for * 
in the ffrſt place , (the preſervation and fafery of their-perſons : 
and enjoyments, borh Publick and Perſonal, Religious and Ci- 

vil) To that end he builds the Wall of eruſalem, for their ſafe- - 
ty, that they might not be'a prey unto, .or reproach amongſt 
their Adverfaries, -Nehem.2.17. This is fundamentally neceſ- 
ſary to the welfare, or well-being of a people, they cannot pol: ' 
ſibly have well being,” wichour the preſervation of their Being, » 
both Perſonal and Political, . When Nehemiah came to ſeck the - 
E |  _ welfare 


ns Saunt, ihe 


SE Tr en" 7 
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 Nehemiah'os the Wal | 
' welfare of 'the children of 7/-ae/, his great bufineſs was to 
build che Wall of Zersſalem , in which place their principal 
Concernments, both of Religion and Government, were laid 


up, P/al. 122.3,4,5. That 7eraſalem have a Wall for the ſafety 


and preſervation of ir, (and of what is contained in it) is re- 
quilite to the welfare of 1/7ael. ; 
2, Their Hoxeſty : Rulers are to ſeek to maintain, cheriſh 


and preſerve Civil Honeſty among(t a people, by reſtraining . 


and redrefliag Injuries between man and man, and other 
. Crimes and Miſdemeanours, by the Adminiſtration and Execu- 
tion of 7uſtice;, by the free-paſſige of Righteonſneſs, which 
aſligneth co every one his own, and of Zqziry alfo,- abating 
the rigour and extremity of ſtri&t Juſtice, where need is. Nc- 
hemiah left an eminent Example of this, Neh. 5.7 —13. cauſing 
them to deal honeſtly, yea mercifully with their poor brethren, 


according as the diſtreſs of the time required, ſuppreſling the- 


 biring V/ary that was among them , he frees-the oppreſſed 


from their oppreſſions, and taketh care that Righteouſneſs 


and Equity may obtain amongſt the people; this alſo is a parc 
of his care for the good of /f-ae/. That people may live to- 
gether in all hozeſty as well as goalineſs, is the care and the be- 


nefir of good Rulers, r Tim.2.1,2. and ſo that Zudgement and 


Zaftice may befaithfully adminiſtred, which 1s a main Baſis of 
the welfare'of a people, anda main part of the work of Rulers, 
1 Kings 10.9. Jer.2.2.3,15,16. Amos 5.24. 1 Pet.2.14. 
3. Their Proſperity, in matters of outward Eſtate and Lively- 
hood, by ſuch help as the care of Government may contribute 
to that end. That that we commonly call (ealrh) is a part of 
the wealch or welfare of a people, though not the greateſt part, 
aS the world is apt to eſteem ir, Good Rulers will gladiy be a 
furtherance thereunto, what in them lyes, that the Commen- 
wealth may flouriſh and proſper in that reſpe, but eſpeciall 
in reference to neceſſary livelyhood, when it 1s a time of diltreſs 
and p»verty, or' ſpecial ſcarcity in this or that, of food or 
clothing : when the people are in a low condition (or many of 


- « thematieaſt) wreſtling with many and great difficulties, or-in 
- a dearth, Chap.5.3. how careful. is render-bearted Nehemiah of -_ 
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the people at-ſuch a time, Nehew, 5. be took great care that 
things might be ſo carried on, that. poor- people might. be: pro- 
vided of necefſaries, and be able ro ſuſtain their Families, -that 


. 


= * & ” d 


\ 
- 


they mighe not periſh in a time of dearth+and ſcarcity, ver/.2, 


3, &c. this was part of the good he did for the people, ver.19. 
$0 Gen;41.33—36. f, | | 


' 4. Their-7ranquility, Quictneſs (OC Peace) in the enjoyment. 


of ali thoſe, (both Religious and Civil good things.) That was 
the ſcope of -Nehemiahs care and endeavours .in many of his 
atings. That the people might enjoy Peace and Tranquility, 
he doth endeavour to prevent and hinder both Diarþarces 
from without, (hence he built the Wall of 7eraſalem) and alſo 
eo eſtabliſh U1iry, Love and Peace among themſelves; to that 
end he took care to-quiet Complaints and Contentions, and to 


heal diffatisfaQionsthat aroſe among them, Neh.5.1,2——6,7. 


Ic is the great frujx and benefir of good Government, that the 


people may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in the .wayes both of 
true: Religion, and civil Honeſty, (or in reſpe& both' of. their 


Religious and Civil: Concernments) 7.7i#9.2.2, That of Ter- 
tall was a great commendation of Felix his government, had 
ir been true, and ſpoken without flattery, As 24.2. the en- 
Joyment of 'Quietneſs (Peace and Tranquility)-1s an excellent 
- fruic of -good Government. | Thus of what the ,welfare of a 
Poets; Newr-! © nh "5 8 


2. To Seek] a peoples welfare; is 'to pur forth utmoſt and. 


| beſt Endeavours to procure, promote and maintain it , to fady 


it, and ro ſpeak for it, to at for it, as occalion is. It is not-an. 
empty Wiſhing and worlding, (1'could be glad, ſaith a man, to 
ſee it go well with ſuch a People) nor yet to talk of it onely, and. 


ſpeak great words; but to do (effetually and vigorouſly todo) 


for it: what in-us lies, as the caſe requires, . Secking. implies | 
poſitive and induſtrious. Endeavours , inthe, uſe; of : all due © 
means, to-obtain a thing; as the-nſe of the Word, in otber- 


_ places ſhews;' See P/a!. 34. 14, Prov. 11.27, & 15.14, &. 
-18.1. Aat.13.45.' Take a man that ſeeks Wealch, -or ſeeks 


Honour, | how diligent, acive; ſedulous .iS.he in tis, way, | he-. 


 layes our-himſelf 1n induſtrious purſuit after 'it; ' To doth a 
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- men, to ſeek and further the good-and welfare of our Neigh- 
- boar, 1n all that concerns him, (in his Honoar, Life, Eftate, &c.) 


chemiali an the wall 


| faithful Ruler ſcek the welfare of the people, [o-Nehtmiah did 


(as the t6ry tells us.) ButT1 may not enlarge here. - - 
Reaſ. Y I Why it 15 the Work or Duty of Rulers to ſeek the 


good and welfare of the people., 1. Becauſe this is the way 


whereby the Ruler, as ſuch, glorifies God, viz. by ſeeking the 


good and welfare of the people. _ To glorifie God, is the laſt. 
_ endand great duty of every man, and thither we are to refer 
all we do, 1 Cor.10,31, Now we ſerve and -glorifie God in our 


ſeveral ſtations, (and as placed amongſt men in this world) in a 
way of ſeeking and ſerving the good of men : hence the Law, 


whichis the R»{ of our ſerving and yg/orifying God, we know - 


ene Table of it 'is taken up in enjoyning of us to. do. good to 


Would: you ſerve God ? then ſaith the Lord, Love your Neigh- 


bour, eek the good and welfare of your Neighbour as your 


own: this is that: Eternal, Immutable, Moral Rule tha lies 
upon all men,. Hence it lies.upon the Ruler, that he do in his 
place, and according to his capacity and: compeſs, (which is 
greater then that of a private perſon, and. therefore more is. 
expeRed from him) ſeek the good of the people he- ſtands re- 
lated. to. For [our Neighbour] is any one or more of. Man- 


kinde, whom we have any opportunity or capacity to-do good. - 
unto, Zak.10.29—37. and the more Spiritual opportunity, 


advantage and obligation we are under to do good to another, 


the nearer Neighbour he is. Hence the People are the Rulers 


next Neighbour, (as-F may ſay) they are the dire&-and eminent 
ObjeR of his love, and of the fruics thereof, whom his Place 


gives him the higheſt advantages and obligations to do good un- 


1 


to, Hence to ſeek. the good of the peop , Is the-great work. 


and duty which the Eternal Law of God layes on thoſe that are 
called to place of Rule and Government... | 


, 


Reaf. 2. Hence, The next end of the. Ruler, as ſuch, 5 tobe | 


for the people, and to promote their good and welfare: As the laſt 
end is the glory of God, ſo' the next. end is the good of the 


people, Rom.13.4.. AS 1 Cor:11%9.- te. Woinan is laſtly and as 
emo (or one of .mankinde) for God, but nextly and as 2ſn- 


lier 
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lite (in her proper place.and Sex) for the-man, to bean Help 
—__ Gen, +18, | the Ruler fs (as every man is). ty for 


Gad, bur nextly, and 88 @ A«/ey, for the People, The pevple;,, an, 
arg not for the Rulers, but che Rulers for the peopſe, to mint- p,7 94, 
ſer to their welfare, Now tt is theexce/cncy (che goodneſs) of B:car.. 
everything, and the dzty of the rational creature, to ſerve to ?2- 751 


its End, and the more aptly .and fully that-any do ſerve to 
their End, the better and more excellent they are, 
Reaſ. 3. From the Truſt that is committed unto- Rulers ; They 
are betryjted by God (yea by Ged and as) with 'the Publick 
Wea], and God will call for an Account of. ir, they are his 77- 
niſters, his Truſtees for that bufineſs, Rom.13.4. No man can 
wholly excuſe himſelf from being his Brothers keeper, Gen.4.9. 
but the keeping of the Common-weal of all their Brethren, is. 
ina particular manner committed to Rulers, they are-called in 
Scripture Shepherds, Plal,78.71, & 77.20, Erek.34.23, Mic.5.5, 
Jer, 23.14, who are betruſted with the Flock; Nurſne-fathers, 
who are betruſted wich the care of the Ch;/de, Numb.,r1.12,' - 
1ſa.49.23, Theſe and ſuch like T;r/es import the Truſt they are 
charged with, If the people or their welfare ſhould ever miſ- 
carry in their hands, through their default, ic will be required 
of tnem by the Lord, The peoples welfare is a depoitum com- - 
mitted to them to keep, If but one Neighbour commit a thing 
to another to keep, care and fidelity inthat Truſt will be re- 
quired, Ex04,22.7—-12, much more when a whole People, 
and God by them,do comnut their whole common weſfare unto 
ſuch and ſuch to keep, | Ps | 
Quelt, 2, 7/hy they are eſpecially to ſeek the welfare of the 
prople of God, or to ſeek the welfare of the people over, whom 
_ are Rulers, eſpecially. when as' they are the. Lords 
g0p ©, "Y D: 7 Pe | 
, Reaſ, 1, From the Py2cionſneſs of ſuch a people, and of the 
things that are laid up "with them : The Zord hath but one” 
Darling in all the world, and that is his People, Jer.12,7, 
the dearly beloed of my Soul, even ſinful Iſrael is fo called, Iſrael 
is his Sonu, bes firft-born, Exod,q.22, and ſuch an one-he puts 
to you to nurſe, who are _— in. Jſrael;, they IEEY | 
_ on # z A tion, 
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tion, his Inheritance, his -prcr:iiar Treaſure, Deut, 32.9. even ' 
When., found in a deſert land, ver.10.) there he leads them about 
asa Flock, by the hands of Moſes and Aaron , and they are to 


himas the Apple of his Eye, ver:11, Pſal.135.4; Exod. 19.4 5. 


He Vinyard, Wa.5.7. and this he commics ro your careand 


keeping (as Cant.1 6.) With what care is ſuch a Truſt to be 


managed and looked unto ? and how ſolemn would the accounc - 


beif negletzd?-as 1 King.14.7. & 16.2. They are the Bre- 
thren of Chriſt, and what is done to or for them, yea torthe 


leaſt, for. a deſpiſed handful of them, he accounts as done to - 


himſelf, 22ar.25. 40,45. They are the Spouſe of Chriſt, of 


- whom helis very tender, for whoſe welfare he is exceeding jea- 


lous, Zech.1.14. They are the Hoafhold of Faith, and there is 
a.ſpecialry of duty and obligation to do good to fuch, to ſeck 
their good and welfare, Gal.6.10. The nearer that any areto 


God, the nearer they are and ought to be tous. Gods people 


are precious and honourable in Gods ſight , yea if any part of 


his people be more holy, more reformed, more conformable to 


his Will and Image then others, they axe the more precious : | 


and ſo they ſhould bein our ſight, and will be fo with all that 


| havea heart after the heart of God, and that. love the righte- 


P1.D4tch 
& Evg.. 

Anict. 14 
log. 


ous as ſuch, 1/4.43.4. fer.2.3. When and while Iſrael was Ho- 


linſs to rhe Lord, (an holy people) not onely. by: de/zgnation, bur 


alſo in meaſure aZaly ſo, the Lord was more then ordinary 


\ teader andchary of them. | 
Remember alſo the precious things that are laid up with and 
among the people-of God, as viz. The holy Ordinances of 


God,: The Truth of Religion, The diſpenſation of the glorious 


Goſpel, The helps of everlaſting Salvation : Theſe thiags are - 


high and ſtrong obligations to ſeek the good of ſuch a'people, 


P/al.122.9. and to maintain, preſerve and promote theſe En- | 


jayments,” wherein. the choiceſt part 'of their welfare is con- 


tained, When the Ship is loaden with Plate and Treaſure, it 
highly concerns the Maſter and Pilot to be very careful of ber, . 


thac ſhe miſcarry not. 


| Reaſ. 2. The glory of Gods Name is eminently bound up and 


concerned in the welfare .of . his people.; and _— It” + 
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Rulers ſeek the glory of God, they muſt intenſely ſeek the wel- 
fare of his people, tis true, that Gyd who. brings good out, 
of evil, can and do:h make the adverſity and ſufferings of his 
people turn to his glory , bur that it doth ſo, is but by acci- 
dent, and a working by contraries, The peace and welfare of 


the Lords people, hath a more proper and dire tendency to 
the glory of God, as well as thcir own comfort, Indeed if yon 


ſpeak of bare outward quiet and-proſpericy, ſingly. conſidered, 
that hath noc fo near connexion with the glory of God (though 
thac was an outward blefling, and was accounted a great fa- 
vour in Se/omons time, 1 Kings 5.4 } but take the whole' wel- 


' fareand peace of a Religious people together, that compriſeth : 


the flouriſhing of Religion, the open exercife of Gods Wor- 


ſhip, the free-paſſage of the Goſpel, the moſt advantageous en- | 
joyment of- all the helps of- Salvation, and of all encourage- 


ment in the wayes of God : and here is a very netr and direX 
connexion between this and the glory of God, his'glory is 


- eminently bouind up in ir, So P/al.102.16. when Zion is pul'd 


down, laid in the duſt, as ver,14. lies in rubbiſh, the glory of 
Gods Name ſuffers, and-is eclipſed; (Ez4. 36.20. 1/a.52.5.} 
But when Zo is built up, and reſtored from her Captivity into 


a condition of welfare, then the Lords glory-appears, ſhines 
our, and is advanced. So alſo under the New Teſtament, wherr 


deliverance, peace, reſt, and viſible welfare is given and granted 
co the Church, it is counted and ſpoken of as a great glory to 
God, and his Name is thereby lifced up amongſt men. So.in che 

- rimeof Conſtantine, as that is commonly: taken'in Rev,12.10.. 
(The Kingdome of God is after a ſort viſibly ſeen, ſaith-Bright-' 


man 0n the place, when God ſetteth up godly Rulers to govern 


© his people.) And fo upon the more full and: final deliverance: 


and reſtauration of the Church, and peaceable flouriſhing of ' 
Religion therein -yet to come, (the grear iſſue and-ſcope of the - 


| Providence of God, of the Promiſes and Propheſies of his Word, * 
and of the Prayers and Hopes of his people) rhe peaceand wel- * 


fare of his people will be matter of- great and wonderful glory-' 


to God, and an exaltation: ro his Name-and Kingdome in the 


world; Rev. 19,1,2,5,6, & 11: 15-18. It is'therefore no: 
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carnal thing, but an holy duty to deſire, and in our places to 
ſeek and endeavour the Peace and Tranquility of 7(>ac/, not - 
for low and ſenſual ends, bur that God might have glory by 


- ſhews how eminently the ſame is concerned in them, and in 


' to his glory, ver.2.) & 74.7,8,22,23. Zech,2,8, And on the 


Neb.5.19, & 13.31. So Heb6.10. God will ina Goſpe' Jay 


| had the r4compence of reward to look unto, and ſo hath every. 


- well, and do well enough (for one) whatever comes, there js 


of the Lords peopte: Be and do for God and for his pcople, 
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his mercy to us, and. by more abundant and frutiul ſervice . 


from us. And look as it is in the Body Natzr-/,though God can 


and doth turn Sicknefs, Diſeaſes, and other like AfiEt:ons, intq 
great good to his people, and glory to his Name, -yet notwith- 


{tandirg Health is to be-prized, prayed for, and by all lawful 
means {ought after : anditis a duty of the ſixth Command- 


mentſortodo. The ſame may be ſaid of political health and 
welfare; God is to be ſubmitted to, and glorified in. Aﬀiftion 
and Tribulation, if he pleaſe to bring it ; but he is to be waited 
onin all regular wayes (in the uſe of all lawful means ) for 


welfare, even outward peace and welfare : and it is a great glo- 


ry to his Name, where he beſtows it upon a people of his, 
(publick peace and welfare upon a whole people eſpecially) and 
he is to be glorified for it. And hence to at againſt the welfare. 
of the people of God, is (in Scripture account) to act againſt 
the Lord himſelf, and. againſt his Name and Glory, (which 


their welfare) P/a.83.3,4,5. ({uch are enemies to God,therefore : 


contrary, 'all that Nehemiah did for this people, and for their 
welfare, he did it for God, and the Lord accepted it, Neh.5,19, 
& 13.14, Andſo Heb.6,10. you ſhew loye to Gods Name, 
when you miniſter to his Saints, 

- Reaſ. 3, The Rulers own good and comfort will eminently 
hereby be promoted , God will graciouſly remember Nehemiah 
for good, for all the good turns that he doth for his pe » «rs 


(by his rich grace) richly reward every ſuch ſervice, 4{o/es 


faizhful Ruler, Heb.11.25,26. If you' would ſtudy for your 
own welfare, and contrive to finde out a way how you may be 


no way in all the world like this, Faithfully to ſeek: the welfare 


and 


In Tronbleſome Times. 7 
and you ſhall be 'fure ro do well whatever come. Ebed melch 


that did but do for one 7eremiah, found a reward even in thoſe. 


' ſaddeſt times, fer. 39. 16,17,18, much mote ſhall they (one 


7 j OW 
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way or other) that do for a whole Body of the Lords people. - 


© Das. 4.27, the-poor, 3. e. ſpecially the poor people of God . 


(che afflited Jews) then in his Dominions in Captivity, if there - 
was any way 4 Apa ro lengthen out his Tranquilicy, char” 


 wasSit. AS Nan 


| take in the good and bleſſing that the Lord hath. laid up for 


,10.29,32, the Lord hath ſpoken good con-: 
cerning 1/rael, if you faithfully ſeek their good, you ſhall par- 


them ; you ſhall be blefſed with them and among them, not in 


this onely, but in another world ; for rb:y ball proſper that love 


Feruſalem, and faithfully Teek the peace thereof, P/al.1 22.6. 


USE I, This Point ſhews us what ought to be the gene-: 
ral End and Rule of: all the Motions and Actions of Rulers, . 
viz, the welfare of the people, To that fcope Nehemiah bends 


all his Acons and 'Endeavours , and Fins eft menſura mediorum, , 


the End ferves to meaſure, regulate, dire& and fimit the means, - 
and ſhew-whatfhould be done. That 24axime of the. Romans 
was and is'a Principle of right Reaſon, - Salus Populi Suprema 


Lex, [The welfare of the People is the Supreme-Law] and is 
engraven on the- Forehead of the Law and Light of Natare, : 


Hence it is owned and confirmed by the Scriptures, as we ſee in 
the Text, and itis eaſily deducible from the Law of God : for. 
that that is indeed the Law of Nature, is a part of the Ecernal 
Law of God; and the Law of God enjoyns, that in Humane- 


Civil Afﬀairs, things be managed according to right Reaſon 


and Equity, and that Rulers, as, they are for the people, ſo- 
theyffe to make it their-main buſineſs, and the ſcope of all their 
AGions, Laws and Motions, toſeek the welfare of the people; 


TherZE'is Sun-light for this Maxime, and*it was: never doubted. 
nor denied by any that held but to Rational .and Moral Prin-- 


 ciples. - Hence this Law:being Supreme, it limits aſt other Laws - 


and Conſiderations; Hence it is impoſſible that a people or: 


their Rulers ſhould be-bound by any other Law, or Cuſtome, 


or Conſideration whatſoever, to do- any' thing that is really - 
and evidently: contrary to-this. If ir be indeed contrary or © 


»” c 


4 | deſtruRve to the welfare of the people, (of the Community 
they ſtand charged with) it is impoſſible they ſhould be bound 
. In Coxſcience todo it. | : 


————— 
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Nehemiah on the Wall | 


This is the Compaſs that Rulers are to ſteer by, and the 


Touck-ſtone of-Right and Wrong in all their Motions, .»:z. - 


What is for or againſt the Publick good, and the Welfare of 
the people, Rom.13.14. That bounds and regulates his whole 
Miniſtration. © What is for the Common good, that and that only 
you are to do, and al[* that are ſet in place of Rule and Go- 


ernment (be they of higher or of lower quality) do ſtand 


charged with the welfare of that people, whom they are Rulers 
over. | | 


' I know when it comes to particulars, the doubt will ill by 


What is for the welfare of the people. 'One will ſay, this is' 


moſt for the common good, another that. But _. 

11, It will help much if this Principle be ferled and acknow- 
ledged, That in Civil Aﬀairs, the Conſideration of the welfare 
of the whole, is that which ſhews and determines what is right, 
and weighs down all other Conſiderations whatſoever. Men 


- will ſay, We muſt do what is right, whatſoever comes of it: . 


Fiat Fuſtitia ruat Celum. True, but it is moſt. certain it is not 


_ right, if ic be againſt the welfare of the people. . lt is impoſlible 


chat any thing ſhould be truly right, that is deſtructive to the 


' common good : for it will conltantly hold, Salzs Popali Su- 


prema Lex. | 
2. Conſider the things wherein the welfare of a people does 


conſiſt, which are above-mentioned, :[viz. Religion in the firſt 


place, and then their Safety, or the Preſervation of their Being, 


. both Perſonal and Political, and their participation in the Rules 


and Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Equity, Order. and Peace ].and 
char will help to diſcover and diſcern what is for the weltare of 
the people, or forthe common good, and what not, Thereis 
need of much prudence and warineſs in particular Applications 
and Caſes , but thoſe general Principles will hold, That -a peo- 
ples welfare lies in ſuch things: as theſe, and that Rulers are 
bound in all thejr Motions and Actions to ſeek the welfare of 
the people, and to do nothing contrary thereunto, - * 


\ 
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Fn on the South, and the Samaritans onthe Noyth, Neb. 


Sits - A . 6 
*.-4- » 53 "I 1 4 4 
£45 vn" ES "$$" el of . 4 , -- "yy A” dats X F 
$7, WEL Y 7 gy: £49, "ASI gf Sik Po 3 EL % I i LG eel Sade ek, tes. 
4 CANS Foud? — I PS Work tr 9 Y- at DDE SW k IE TS v7; 5 ed, "IT yas Af, + of 42 red” 7 X TY , 
ITE. I 3 yY 5 Fs ye CE Sa 2 e b# oF; 4TH 03a KCTS > de RR ko i I *. 1000" - As £3 the \; , FOI" 
C27 oats % #53 n A PAS ate FLO Y A bs p48 V5 $4 Bape Fa - WIR 
. » v2 "Oh c : , £5" d fas, "oy \4 ; 
wt 1 p 70 , + ry WAYS _, 5 - 
A 8 s . " to "2" . 
W_ *, . F q Ad > bd on 
k £ *..7: p oy % 
>, ; A os 


- 
4 


. Mculries-and troubles do-not 
excuſe, nor ſhould d//corrage Rulers ffom doing thework of - 
their Places. which God: calls them-unto, or: from” ſeeking the 
welfare of the people: Such things do not excuſe, nor ſhould 
diſcourage from. taking and accepting the.Place.of Rule when 
called to it, As they did not Nehemidb, though he heard before 
that their condition was a condition 'of .great afflition and.re- 
proach, Neb. 1,3. yet he voluntarily left the- Court of Perſia, 
ro embarque with the 7ews at Fernſalem, when in ſo ſtormy a 
time as this was+ and how is he honoured 'in the Book of God 


for it?. It-was a difficulc time and cask that 3Zoſes was ſent. up-. 


on, . accompanied-alſo. with a deep fenſe of his own infirmity © | 
and unfirneſs, Exod.3.4. he could not but be- flow and back-' 

ward to fiicha work , but yet when he was over-backward the 
Lord grew angry, and chides him inty. a.confent : but (TI 


ſay) difficulties and«roubles ſhould. not diſcourage nor hinder 
Rulers from doing the work of 'their Places when ſet therein; 


;, e. from faithful ſeeking: and acting for the welfare of the 
people, which is (as we Fave faid) the ſummary work of the: 
Rylers-Place. ' Conſider a. little the difficulties that lay upon 
the Zews and their Rulers at this time: in Zernſalem, afcer their 
return from Captivity, and in the dayes of Nehemiah. 


= 


x. They were aſmal}, weak and-deſpiſed” people, Nehew. 4. 


1,24. & 1.3. & 2.19, Contempt and reproach-is a bitter 


and: killing thing co ingenuous Spirits, yer this they were'fain 
to bear and paſs through, It was a dayof ſmall things, which 


. Others, yea even themſelves are apt toideſpiſe, Zech.4.10. 


; 2; They were in'the 'midſt.of -Enemies\- and Adverſaries 


. roundabout them, of ſeveral ſorts and:Nations; Sarbalat 2 
- Moabite, (from Horonaim a chief City of 40ab, Iſa, 15.5. 
Fer.48.3,5,34. called the Horonite) and Tovbsah the Servant, 


the Ammoyite, on the Ealt, Nehb,2.10, (The Servant, he was: 


Governour of 'the Armmonites,: bur of a bafe and ſervile ſpirit , 


ſome: think: that of: a' mean 'man, he waSPot into Place, 4c 
rherefore is calle& Tohiah the: Servant : ſuch are often worſt, 
Prov.30.21,22.): Geſbem the Arabian (Neh.6. 1. $4.7:) and 


C 4:2, 
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4.2, Ezra 4.9;10:. Thus they were: beſet round with Adverſa- 


ries, and 1l|-willers, #nd-many Informers and Complainers. 
rherewereagainſt them, as before in the dayes of Zernbbabe!, 
Ezra 4. & 5. CO DEE. Son 
3. Their Adverſaries-did labour to: affright them with the 
Accuſation of Rebe/tion, Neb.2.19, an old Artsfice,. but it was 
an injuriqus Calumny, - and moit groundleſs Accuſation, The 
building of the Wall of 7eraſalem tor [clf-preſervation, had no- 
thing in it of Rebe/ion + but many 'clamours and ſtories they 


raiſed of that nature; Neh:6.6,7,8.: and ſee: their end therein, 


ver.9.: to weaken and diſcourage them: from their work, :that 
their hearts and. hands might fail them..therein, . that was ir. 
they aimed ac. W | 


- 


|. 4. There were Diſcontents and Diviſions among themſelves; 


Neb.5.1, Great Complaints of the /xferioxr- ſort agtinſt their. 


. Saperiours., Of the-Poor againſt the Rich; of Brethren againſt 
* Brethren: yea,there were among themſelves that were helpers- 


co their Adverſaries, and complied-with them, even ſome chief 
»en and others, Neh.6.17,18..and thereby, among other evils, 
it came-to paſs that nothing. could: be kept within its due com- 
paſs, but everything was carried and reported. to their Adver- 


IJaries, ver, 19, They -attered my words (or my matters) ants 


him ; and that doubtleſs not in the faireſt dreſs. Yea, there 
were ſome of the Prophets that endeavoured to weaken the - 
hands of. faithful Nehemiah, and ro pur diſcouragement upon 


7;4 Ergl him, Neh.6:10, (This Shemaiah is conceived to bethe ſame that 


is mentioned Ezra 8.16.)..11,12;13. (Bythe way; who would: 
have ſaid chat thac would have+been a-ſin, ; which -might ſeem to 
be a prudent retirement for fafery ? -yea, but for Nehemiah, in 
a caſe ſ@ circumſtanced, to aR+fear and diſconragement to_the 


prejudice of his Cauſe and Work, would have been a fin.) Burt 


2.14. tliere were alſo-that raiſed Slanders of others of. their 

Prophets, theſe it's like who were, of another minde, ver.7, 
5. They were poor, and low, and weakas to oucrward eſtate, 

conflicting with wants and ſtraits, and many difficulties in that 


reſpet, very unable ro ſupport themſelves, and to bear the 


Pablick Burrhens chat werethen vpon them, Yeh, 5.2—s5. "yg 
Lad TY ver. 18, 


1) 


*. —_— 


wh. wat] EE & #5 on NOS; 


are in great diſtreſs. © 4 
"6. Hence there was herd Work, and Weick. {nfrumeat, rea- 
dy many: times ;tebe diſcouraged,” Neh.4.70;' the: Workmen 
| * themſelves, andchoſe that ſhould joyn hands together: to la- 
| bour and carry onthe work, began to mutter and be diſcou- 
raged, by the difficulty of the work, and their own weakneſs ; 
re are not able, ſay they, -torarry.it on : At the ſametime when 
the Adverſaries: were, high, prefident: and: chreatning : 
their own worknieri began'to-be diſheartned and diffiderr, ver. 
10. Here waS'a gunEture of. diſcouraging trial, Hence hird 
ſhifcs they were fain to make to ccarty'0n. che work, 'and to pur 
forth themſelves to:the utmoſt, and beyond an ordinary mea- 
ſure, by.the care and courage; and condu@ of good Nehemilh, 
ver. 16,17. Every:one had both his hands full? and 'they-were 
fain'to. do two works at onice;. the work of .a Souttirr, and of a 
Laboarer, ver. 18,21j22,23: AS. 
7, It was a time 'of many Gates wherein they had many 
fears among them, and many'that heighrned thoſe fears : many 
Reports, Threatnings and fore-ſpeakings of-rhis,” and that,<to 
that purpoſe, Neb.h. 12, & 6: 9;13,14,79.: It is-obſerveable, 
| that rhat was the driftapd endeaxours of Adverfaries and H- 
Ef willers ,..Fegr', fret, fear ; a difcom zfing: Heart and” Hand- 
weaknin, carnal fear.” The great word of God to: godly. Rulers 
is, Be Prong; and of. a goog. conrage, fear not when in- Gods 
way:and work,” 7oſ.1. 6,7,9,, But the word of Satay and his 
" Inf ruments is; Fear, be afraid; ſook-upon the dapger 'of being 
 faitf{ful Burt's, to man and; ſecond Caufes) they had many 
. very great cauſes of fear, many: aro round about them, _ 
and to be- faithful in dury in ati fear, proves a diffcule 


task to fleſh and blood... : 
8. Which was worſt of all, Among this. people of 'vhe © 
| 7ewxafter Captivity. when engapedin: Reforming. work, ther# 


wete many fins.) diforders and-mifcarriages, whith were prov 


their taichfulLeaders'; ſuch in Exza's time.as madehiny blufs 


Peſan; angfear wha God _— -wich them, erg" 
- *, O10; 


Ks: 


ver. * ts T Th hndge' Was « leo apo otha ge "Neb. 637-9 wa £ Dn | q 


2 voking unto: God; and a grear'exerciſe of. diſcouragenient-t6 
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6, 10; 14. + And Before thatin Haggns's time, "ſuch negleRs'vf - 
* carrying on Temple-work, and of Kriſhing whar was'begun,. 
- as he ſharply reptoves;” yer as God reproved from Heaven, by © 
Drought; Blaſtings, '&r; Hg; r, 2,5,6,9;10;1 1. & 216,17. » 


And here in- Nehemiahs time there Were taulrs, evils and diſtem-- 


pers found. amonp:them; as Neb; 5.1;6,7,9. & 13:1425,10;15, 


r8, 23, 24326;27. not onely matter of 'Affifon, bur fintul 
Corraptionsand' Diſtempers do ſprout up among a Reforrhing 


| people, and choſe they have to: wreſtle with : yer neither” did 


theſe take them or thar Leaders of from their: Work; nor-ut-. 


teely overturn it ; nor di&che Lord caſt them off (though he 


chaſtened them) bur helped them along, though in'much intir- 


mity. - He was with them at many a dead-ſife, -(Hag.2.4.) and 
affer frowns, yer ſmiled on them again : eſpecially while the Lea- . 
ders.were.fairhful ro ſearch out and teſtifie againſt evil, and ro 
ſet upon dty.when called>co it; akd the. people were willing 


| to hearken to them, ard to be reduced and reformed by them : 


Vid. 


Apad Til 


Hag.1.12,13, Ezra 10.2,3,4,7,8, 2; 4. 


o 


both which may be obſeryed of them all along in the'ſtory, 


9, Laſtly, we may remember the long time wherein this odor 


lizgbat the time of Nehemiahs Governmerit, they were followg with 


Alproſpcr them, noc by preveading Dificuliesbur by certyP 
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'F $4. J 
= f-02S <S-. - 


£ 


._ ing .on'the Work in theit-handsthroug x 
every Tragedy they paſſed through, had a'gh 
every. ſtreſs bad a comfortable iffues; God: Rill;belpeg them. 
. he fonclufionang upſhor of every Þalmels; 'thac they'came off © 
well:at laſt,” though-»wih -much tppping and wreſtling, much 
exerciſe of Fairh-and Patience. £6 ifche Building of the Teniple, _ 
(thus ic went on heavily; -and met: with many obſtrudtions,.:and* 
any Adverſaries z: yer they got through ar lalt, to-cheir great 
JOY) Etra6.15,16,22: So herein:the buiding of the: Wall, eh. 
-6.15,16; 12,27,43. And ſo in'the.Reformarignof; Abuſes, 
"Ezra 10. Nrh.g.6-13.. The ſtory of! the Charch.ioall Ages, 
_ & eſpecially inthe Scriprure,informs us, that the beſt and great- 
cit works God hath deligttted to carry on through-many Diffi- 
culties and Oppoſitions, and in much fek- infirmity, of Inſtru- 
ments.* The time of: Aoles, of Davidzof I/racl, all :along. in 
_ the :01d:Teftaprent,/ will furiiſh uswith. miiny Inktances of-ir , 
-yea and alſo 'of the Apoftles' in'their Work: under the New Te-- / 
ſtament, A#.20.19.1 Cer.16.9;& 373. 2 Cor.11,23—28,29,30:. .: 
- Gali4.13,14:the glorious Goſpel muſt be preactied & carried on 
| through. Infirmity of the fleſs, 1;e; through gutward meanneſs 
andatflidion of .Inſtraments, yet. not; therefore: to be:deſpiſed.. 
' The whole Church of . God, and. &ery.partieular'concernmenc | 
thereof, /is in a titer conflictinp- conditien in this;world, 
-. andir muſt be no ſtumbling to us to ſee ir-ſo : it occaſions the - 
 moreexerciſe of Faith, Patience, Prayer, &c. in the work (as 
we ſeein the;example of Neherwah 3ll along) and the more of 
God rp appear in the iffue of ir,;Neb.6.16.. | | 


[2 


_ Go on therefore! the Work: of -the-Lor d,-and in.the Ser- 
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viee of your feveral Places, -and: be not taken off: by trouble, 
difficulties, oppoſitions, felt infirmities- in your ſelves, - weak- 

neſſes and diſtempers in perſons and things round about you, : 
- (which will alwayes be.) 'When-wete there work foriPatience, - 
-- Faith, Fortitude; -Self-denja), and for the Spirit- of. a Souldjer, 
"Wreſtler, &e. -if it were not for ſuchthings ?- We muſt. none 
-. of us ſay, of%ne Order or other, I will ſerve God in my place, 
© _ andhelp build the Wall of peraſalem, if I may doit vichoale, 
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'Yea, now-you look-like the Minmiters of 


— & 
TLEMHIAN: DH. 


ill requitals from men, &c. Chriſt 'is liccle be- 
for the Spirir of -a good Soxldier of ws 1090s 2- Cor:6.4,5,8.. 
fully diſcharge your Places, thoogh ſurrounded and loaden 


- with AﬀMidtions, Diſtreſſes,. Labours, falſe Reproaches, &c. 
.Now youare dreſt like a Miniſter, like a:Servant of God, - and 


of his people in Publick Work, and through ſuch things as 
theſe,. yoy muſt go:6n.iv your-Work, as the Apoſtles then did. 
- VSE-I...A tlifeefold Exhortation:: ' 7;. To our: Ralers 


and Leaders. 2, Tothe: People, 3. To both;joyntly,: or to | 
the hole. | = | 2 


' 1. To Rulers and Leaders, who are berruſled with the Go- 


vernment of this people; Lec them be Exhorted bytbe 77074, 
- anfdinthe Name of the Lord, to follow the Example of good 
| Nehemiah, 'and to beoof this Spirit, ro make it:your\wark and 

Þulineſs co ſeek che welfare of the Lords people. The Cor- . 
© cernments of. a People framed into a Body Poluick, are put 


inte:your hands, and: of ſuch a people as areithe peopte of 
God(thar no Chriſtian Spirit can deny) a:part. of 4ads://rae!, 


though buca part, yer no-incqnſiderable part of 'rhe-people of 
God atthis day-in the wotld :/-ſuch' a+ part of 'Gods people. as 
are retired into theſe Ends of the Earth; :for known ends of 


Religion and Reformation; -xo ſetve God im\his Temple and 
Oratnanzes according 'to his- appointment : You are.berruſted 


| with as precious. an Intereſt a&$this day upon-.the'Earth , viz. 


with the Liyes, Eſtates, Liberties, undReligious Enjqyments of 
ſome thouſarids whofe Namesarewritcen'inHeaven,and bound 
upon the Breiſt and Heart of':Chriſt Feſus :. yea, with ſo much 
of 'the Intereſt of ' Chriſt, his Truth, Wayes, Worſhip, Goſpel, 
Name and Kingdome, as is to-be found here amonglit this peo- 
ple. . This part of :7/-aet do tirider God confideinyon, and be- 


truſt you with their Welfare :'T0-be:tnfirumentally the. Sz-- 
 viours and Preferyers hereof, is'a thing more honourable and  , 
excellent (yea-and more profitable too, as wiki afpear oneday) 
then to be Qwners of all the Wealth of. both the Z»ajes. ' Poor 
TS, 1 Nehemiah, 
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d reqpquiliey, withour'trouble, without hazard,” wichout re- _- 
proaches, requitais rom men, © 4 
_ holdento us, if rhar be all we will do for him, that ts too low 
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| Nehemiah, who ſought and maintairied the welfare 6f'the chil» —- 
_ dren of 1/rael, when but an handful, a 'poot ſmall #nd deſpiſed -. 
people, is more honourable-in-cheBook'df God," fed all the 
groa Ones of che Earthiit histdie, "The Lot#Je(as Chriſt, 
having ak'd-and obramed this piece of the atrermoſtonls of the 
Earth for hw. poſſeſſion, doth commir itunts you, as Inſtru- 
ments-under him, to keep and maintain his poſſcſiion in it, Af 
The :eyes of- the whole Chritian- world are uperi you, yea - 
which is more, the eyes of: God'and of his lioly Angels ate up- - 
ori you, to fee arid oSſerve how you Manage and Diſcharge this 
Truſt now atſuch time. And though your'Obligations 'and 
Encouragements from men,' fronithe people over which you 
Rule, are but ſmall, * there is little ohrward: advantage you have 
by them ro engage you to them; or 'their welfare, (and hence | 
chey that look no higher then the-world,. will never do gach 8 
for ſucira people) yet-to men of: Rrh;g3o;-and Conſcitnce, and 
Þ Faith, there is enough to be ſaid to oblige and'encourage them: 
| © the Charge and Commandment of God, and Duty to him, is- the * 
higheſt on em Remember that the'Tord, the great God, - 
| layes this ſolemn Charge and-Injundtion upon' you (Honored 
| Fathers), as you -will-anſwer itat the great Day, Thar you feek 
the good, and be tender of the willie 'of this - Dole : -and 
God may be bold with you, chough we may not , ,hefpeaks ngy 
wickout Authority to Command, nor'without Riches and Power 
to Reard you , he hath given an 44va#tage'to ſer before you, 
and enconrage you by, thoagh'we your 'poor+peopte Have nor; 
he hath the Promiſe to entour ue, as weltas the Pricept "to binds 
and -oblige-: they[thar can really believ#the Promiſe, Will-never 
ſtick at any Duty, and ſo not at this duty of the Precept. . When' 
Aoſes choſe to ſuffer aMiRion with'the people of God, hemade 
* the beſt 4argainfor himſelf that ever-man did, Faxl never 
__. _gair'aſo much; us when he /of af f6r Chrifl: The Lord will 
- natler you be loſers'by any thing you'do fot hiFPeople, Neh5.- 
| _ 19. Everypeny-worthof ſuch Service ſhall have many pounds of 
| reward, Mark 10:29,30. Godin Chriſt is a tich and: pracious 
| Rewarder, as well as a' ſoveraign Commander and therefgre'- 
| when youare before the Lord, and-look to him (as it is before! - 
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+ Nehemiah 6@ the Wall | 


- him, and in- his Name that we now. ſpeak) the Exhortation 
mentioned. is-ſtrong and powerful, and wants no ſtrength of 


Argument £0 back it; to perſwade.and conſtrain ( encourage 
and oblige). to.ſeck the welfare of ſuch a people, « 
Andſome Helps to this. purpoſe:(or uſetul DireRions). we 
may-readily gather from the Example of- Nehemiah, _ 
.DiteR: 1.” Put 0n bowels of 'Compgſſion, . ſo as to havea lively 
ſenſe of: the Condition and Concernments of this people : So 
Neb.1,4. & 2.3. & 5.18, Think rovehat ic is; wellenough if I 


can ſhift for one; Nehemiah was nor of that minde, he tooka _ 
view of their caſe, (in ſpecial ro ſee where oughtwas broken 
 downandoutof order in the Wall of er»/alem,, that he might 


ſtic up himſelf and them to mend it) Neh.2,13,15,17, 
2, Be ſtudious and ſolicitous about the Publick, welfare , be- 
ſtow intenſe thoughts, ſtudy.and care concerning it, what may 
be needful or expedient for it. Neh.$5.7, 245 heart royſulted 
(cook counſel, the phraſe is) jw me ; his minde wrought about 
the buſineſs ; hes alſo yery vigilant and induſtrious ro foreſee 
evils, and to uſe means to prevent the ſame, and to order things 


- in their time and place ; as may be ſeen in ſpecial in Chap.4.. at 


* 


| ES 


3. Prafiiſe Self-denialand Parience ; faighful Rulers will finde 


much need of that, eſpecially among a peoplerhat are poor and 


fhll- of infirmities ; Neh.5, 14,15,16,18, He, requires not the. 
bread of the Governour, (i.e. the Maintenance, belonging and 


ſutable ro ſuch a Place) becauſe many heavy burtheng were up- 
on that. poor people, This was a voluntary departing from his 


own Right, 'and jt cannot he urged, as binding where zh caſe is | 
not alike (chough where, or ſo far as the caſe is alike, :the fear 
of God will reach ic, as it did him, ver.15.) We may feat in-. 
. deed that there is not that. done by the people with us, that. 


ſhould be; an 
teach us more &: our. | , 
things cannot be done by this poor: people; and-where fo it is, 


Rulers ſhall honour God and themſelves much by. Self-denial, 
and condeſcending to mean things, and to do that ont of love __ 
_to God and. his peopie, for the which they ave not 7ewarded by 


men; 


0 


Wy 


Fl : 


_mnight-be ir this particular /-it;may berime will 
#: our duty in that matter : :Butto be ſure great. 
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"tn Troubleſome Times. - 


men : (Oh there are bur a few ſuch Nebemiabs in the world,” 
we. have cauſe to prize .and be thankful for ſach,' you cannor. 


fnde the people upon earth that have ſo 'Selt-denying and con- 


deſcending a A4agiftracy, as the Lord hath given unto us,) Bur - 
the leſs your reward 1s on Earth, the greater it ſhall be.in 


Heaven, As you are to praQiſe $?/f-deniall, ſo alſo Patience.. 


When God choſe a Ruler for 1/-ac! in the wilderneſs, .lie choſe. | 
the meekeſt man in all the Earth, (Namb.12.3.) a man of pa-, 


| tience, and he had need be ſo, to bear the Infirmities, Mur- 
. murings, Uathankfulneſs, and the Diſtempers of the porn. 
Moſes was, a- Nur ſing-father, Numb. 11, 12. The Nurſe'had 
need have more patience then the Childe, elſe what will become 


of ir ? If when the Chilae is froward and unquier, the Nurſe 
| ſhould be ſo too,” what work would there be? Though it bea 


time of ſtrife ( the great' diſtemper) of the Congregation, 


Moſes and Aaron mult carry it with patience and moderation, elſe 


. God will not take it well, Nxmb.27.14. .- 


- : \ o * 


4. Comnrage and Conftaxcy was another imitable excellency in 
Aehemiah, and without which he could never. have done his 
work, nor ſtood up for-the welfare of that people, eſpecially 


at ſuch a time. Many ſought to drive him from his work by 
fear, but he abode #ndavnted and couragious inthe Lord, Neb. 


6.9,11, (hecotints that ſuch an aR of fear was very unſuitable 


to one in ſucha Place) 13,74, 19. Threatnings, Letcers, Pro- 
phers, all cannot difcompoſe him by fear : yea, he hath ſuch a 


Courage, Faich and Preſerice of Spirit, as to encourage others 


' In time of danger, Neh.4. 14,20. (Our God ſhall-work. for 6.) 
If the Spirits of Leaders fail when Difficulties and Troubles. 


come, all fails, bur God hath appointed them to Spirit- all 
_abont them, to be both the Head and the Hear of a people, 


2 Chron.32.6,7,8, That*(I ſay) is the great word of God to 


| dRalers; onely be frong, and of a good contage, viz. in the 
- buildupon, (ver.5.)-7 will not fail thee, nor forſake thee, 
.*$. Wiſdome and Pradexce in the management of Aﬀeairs, as 


it is mentioned inScriptureas a Requiſite in Civil Rulers, Dext,. 


1.13315; 2:Ch#on.1.10.ſ0 it was not wanting'in Nehimab, as 


, 
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ay of che Rule, fo/$.1.6,7,9, and they have a ſtrong word to 
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Nehemiah on the Wall __ 
the whole frame of the ſtcry ſhews us... I might inſtance in ſome 
a&ts & fruits of his Wiſdom, as ici his praling the leſſon that 
we. have fince had from Chriſts own mouth, Beware of men;. 
(Mat.10.16,17.) Neh-6.2,3,4: in his not being carried with 
prerences, and taking plauſible ſhews of Reaſon, . no not from 


- ' 


Prophets themſelves, Neh. 6. 10,11,12, nor with great words 


from others,. Neh.2.19,20. His putting: great Truſt. into: the 
hands of” fgirhful men, Neb.7.2. & 13.13; &c. We may here 
remember,” That Religion is the trueſt Reaſon ; Honeſty the beſt 
Policy; and to keep in the way of the Rle, in the fear of God, . 
is the higheſt z7i/dome : and all ſinful} deviation or- turning to 
crooked. wayes, . is folly, 7ob 28.28. F(al.111.10. Prov.10 9, 
But Religion doth not zake away, but eſtabliſh-rthe prudent. 
managing of: Afﬀairs, _as- to the manger and circumſtances of 
A@ions. How often may the ſamethiag be done, and the ſame 
end attained, in a.difcreer, moderate, £omely and prudent way, 
as well ain a' way that is leſs expedient ?- David guided them: 
with the shilfalneſs of his hands, as well as with integrity of heart, 
Pſal.78.72.. Leaders are to exerta Skilfulneſs: and prudence in. 
the manner of: the-Condu&. of Afﬀairs,. . 7 
6. Be much in Prayer on all occaſions; Nehemiah was. 2 


_ praying Magiſtrate, and therefore ſo helped and bleſſed in his - 


way and work, Neh.6.9. & 4.8,9. & 1.4,11. (He laid. the: 
Sround-work and b2gining;of bis work and buſineſs on Prager, 
and ſo he carried it on.), He wilt baye an. Zjaculation. to Hea+ 
ven, . even when he is upon Aion, and hath not time for-more, 
Neh.2.4. The Prayers of: Rulers and: Leaders for the People, .. 
area precious means of the peoples welfare.. -That is one good: 
way of ſeeking their:good, . to ſet God on work. by Prayer, and. 
age- him to do them $mts -Pſul.51.48, When: Bezekgab 
arid J/aiah.do both cry and pray to Heaven there-is good: ow 
it Chill go well with that people, and that God will appear for 
thei, as he id, 2 Chren.32.20,21,22. How oft did the Prayer 
of Moſer and Aaron for Iſrel in the Wilderneſs, ſhp in. be- 


' tween them and d:truGion, Namb.,14.12,13—19,20..& 16. 


. ' 20,21,22,45, & 21.7, It was an exemplary paſſage: of -that 


worthy Prixce of Orange, who when hehad but. one:branb: to 
£5 ' $* ra tenrte Sadavags -_- Eons foo AH 2 RA I 2 Rf, og ae get Yea " Ho 
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draw, fpenthalf of iron che prople in projer for them; erying v;, 


- (as he fell down flain) 0h:my God, 1ake-pity of -my Soul, and of 


this poor prople, 7 Ln dB he Bos: 
2, This Point may afford:feveral /»ſraf7ions to the People, 
I, It gives a Diretion whom to make Chozce.of for their 

| Rolers., viz. Such as may be moſt fit and likely, fairhfully ro 

' ſeek the good and welfare of the people; and of .ſach a:people 


''s. Page 394: 


of God as through grace are in this wilderneſs, and fo.circum- 


ftanced as they are, Bar I ſhall not inſiſt on this, 

2. Learn and be exhorted hence highly to. prize and hoxonr 
ſuch-R#lers when Choſen,- and'calHed to Place of Government, 
Synch as have it upon their heart, -and make irtheir buſineſs. 
faichfully to ſeek your beſt welfare; ſuch as are in:meaſure .of 
Nehemiahs Spirit , thoſe whoſe deſign it is to ſeek not them- 
ſelves, nor great things for: chemfelves, (alas they. are not ro 
be had here) but the welfare of the people, their Safety, Peace 
and Proſperity, (and the Proſperity of Religiox, which is the 
principal part of our -welfire) out of-/ove ro- God and to his 

people; Be aſſured your welfare is boundup in fuch,, It is 
God that works and mainteins's peoples weal, but he; does ir 
by means, and:eſpecially by this means of faighful Rulers and 
Leaders, Tc was the great work'of Gods mercy to the 7ews 
afrer the Captivity, (which the ſtory is taken up in) that he 
raiſed-up for them, and among them, faithful Leaders to be 
Inſtruments of their gaod ; Zernbbabel, Exra and Nehywiah, 
co rebuild beth che Temple and” City of Pernſalem, and ſertle 
things in the Church and-Commor-wealth. When God'means 
well co a people, (hatch choughts of peace,. Fer, 29.11. & 32, 
41.) he gives them ſack Leaders as fhall cordiatly ſeek heir 
welfare; when ever he hath good dayes for his people, lie 
layes in this, J/«,1.26.-60.27. Fer, 273, 5(£e 1 Kings 10.9, 
So of old in cheWildernefs, P/a!.77.20. Which. Texc' of Scri- 
prure wo heard weflimprovedin a'Sermonon the like orcafian 
now 'Seven-years ago; wherein it was ſaid, That that was the: 
Thirtiech year .currant that God had piven us, godly Mt agi- P 
- frat: if (6; this'is the Thirty ſeventh yeareurrant, whetein 

_ wehave enjoyed chat mercy, Whereupon it was then ſolemnly 
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_— Nelicmiah #n the Wall FE. 
_ | added (by that Reverend Servant -of God 'who then Pfeachec) 
\{\ ' - That the Sun ſhines not upon an happier” people then we are in 
bl regard of this niercy :- The Lord make us thankful for ir, and 
i = us to know and prize the things of our peace, and faich- 
WW ully to adhere thereunto, (not medling with” them: that are 
| # given to change) as alſo to love, honour;and acknowledge thoſe 
Frag that areand have been the Inſtruments of our.. peace and wel- 
*< fare, as doth become us, Oe . a 

, 3. Pray much for Rulers, that God: may diſpoſe and aſliſt 


| - may be well with us, that we may enjoy. welfare under their 
(Nt - Government) their work. is great and weighty,. and you are 
= - concern'd therein unſpeakably, [viz. to be Inſtrumental-under 
JR” . _- God of your whole welfare] and theretore you had needto 
_ pray hard. for them, It. was a good ſpeech of Bugenhagine, 


(apud Gerhard. de Magiftr, Polit. pag.924.). Si tam prompts eſ- 
ſemus, &c. If we were but as forward to pray for Mapiſtrates, 
as we are to ceyſure. and blame them, . things would be better. 


with us then they are. 


F % \ 
of them.to ſeek and promote your welfare, 1 7Tim.2.1,2. (that it 


4+ Ler people be friends and Helpers to their ownwelfare 
or every one in your ſeyeral places: ſeek the common good of 
| thewhole. If Rulers are. to /cck, the welfare of the people, - 
"then ſurely people themſelves are not to prejudice or neglect 
their own welfare. The Patient muſt contribute Endeayours 
towards his own health, as well as the Phyſiciay;. elfe there will 
be bur lictle good done. It is the Rulers work eminently, as 
| his Place is more eminent ; burirt is alſo the work of every one, 
P; according to the compaſs of. his-capacity and opportunity, to - 
; 215088 | feek the welfare of the.place and people, where & among whom 
"on ' helives, Zer.29.7. So the Lord ſpeaks tro Captives in Babylox, 
* 2 dnring the time of Gods patience with. it ; much more doth: 
HH. - thac duty lie on thoſe that dwell in Zion, to ſeek the good and 
the peace of the place, both by Prayer to God, and by all other 
due means within their power. Love thy Neighbour, much 
=. morea whole Community, a multitude of thy . Neighbours, is 
| | the Lords charge to. every one.. A. little more particu-. 
: | | 


r.. Be: 
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<7, Be fure (every particular perfon, I now-ſpeak to. 


- % 
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them that are in private capacity) to do no hevt to 7ſrarl, (ro' + 


the Lords people among whom you live) either aire?7y, or 


indireftly,  eicher wilfully or careleſly : char is: juſt contrary to' | 


ſeeking the welfare of the place and people where' you live; . 
- which is a Moral and great duty lying- upon every Soul. Woe 
to that perſon, whoſoever he be, that ſhalt be a willing or 
blameable cauſe of hurt or harm to. the Lords people here,.. 
_ whom he that toucherh will be found to touch thee AHppicof hs 
Eye, Pſal:34.21.: When God called 4brahams forth to follow 
.him in a way of Reformation, he gave that word along with 
him,. Gex.12.3. and ſo to 7aceb or [/rael, Gen.27.29. and he 
did and will make ic good, If you love your Souls; -rake heed” 
of. touching 1/-ael to their hurt : yea even words that tend'to 
the reproach or prejudice of the. people of God, or Builders: 
in Jeruſalem, is not-a ſmall matcer, Neh.4.2,3,4,5, ({fuch In- 
 precations tell us,. whar will be the portion of ſuch except they 
repent, though not that ordinary and private Spirits ſhould 
be forward- to wiſh that it might be fo co particular per- 
ſons), They have provoked anger (Thee is not in the HebrewY 
irrjtated-and raifed- ſpirits (by their Scoffs and Reproaches) 
before, or in rEpcR of the: Builders, The words'may carry 
that meaning, EL = 46. 0, 
2. Think it not enough to do-»o hart, but accordingto your 
' placeand opportunity. 0. good to-Tſracl, to that part: of itn 
ſpecial -in which the Lord hath caſt you; Be willing to pur forth 
_ thy ſelf: for the publick- good according to thy Tatenr.. Haſt 
thou Eſtate which the Lord hath bleſſed cheewith, (and gorten,.. 
it may be, here under the ſhadow of the Government?) ler nor - 
the Publick ſuffer for want, when as thou haſt it by thee. Haſt' 
_ thou-Abilicy to ſerve the Country any other. way-?* be: ready; 
thereunto: Do not onely pray, but pur: forth exdeavonrs ac- 


cording to capacity and. opportunity for the peace and good of: . 


Jeruſalem, efe you do but dally- in praying, -if you will do 
—Nothing for it, Pſal:122:9. Seckitin the ufe of all due-means.-. 
_ A padlick Spirit even in a private-perſon is a-precious thing, 
#;e, according to the compaſs. of his place to CR" A 
a -—" | "wc 


' "Nehemiah ow the Wall 


forthe common good, Could the Heathen (the Rewavy and 


others) produce ſuch Sayings as theſe, 7 hat wan Was uot bory 
for himſelf, but for his Country ; T hat even to die for it 1s (weet : 


Dulce & aecorum pro Patria mori ; and boaſt of thoſe among 


them thar-praRiiſed accordingly : and ſhall Chriſtians be {tran- 

gers to ſuch a Pablick Spirir, or . be backward to a for the 
common welfare, Here in Nehewiahs time every one ſet his 
hand to, to build up the Wall of. Zeraſalem, and the particular 
perſons and companies that did their parts therein, are to their 
honour recorded inthe holy ſtory, Neb.z. Oh thatis a pleaſanc 


fight, roſee all ſorts contributing to the Safety, Peace, Wel- 
fare of feraſalem, and joyning Hearts and Hans therein, Neb, 


4.6. Oh! haveyou a minde to bxi/d or to ſave the Wall and 


Welfare of 7eraſal:m:? - Are you cheerful , cordial, forward, 
1ndiſtrious therein ? not a man to 2a/h onely, but to'work when 
the eaſe requires it. : Be EY 


* 'g. Keep Order :; keep in your places, acknowledging and 


attending the Qrder that God hath eſtabliſhed in the place 
where you live. Namb.2.2, the J/raclites were'cammanded to 
pitch every man by: his own Standard; the LXX. render it 


ud}s Type, According to order ; SO1 Theſſ,q4.11, AR orarrly 
if you would aQt any thing for the pub/ich. wtfare , leave. the 
guidance of the Ship to thoſe that fit at Helm, and are by God | 
and his people ſer rhtre, and whom you are immediately ſtated 
under :  onely pray for them. And if there be place for a mo- 


 deſt Suggeſtion, tender it as becomes you, bur juſtle:not 1nto 
_ their Places, nor refuſe to acquieſcein their Conclufions, ' This 
people of the 7ews after the Capriviry, we 'finde them' ready 
and willing to be ordered by thoſe the Lord ſet over them, 


and by thar means things went well, or: when ought was amiſs 
it found amendment, Zara 10. 2,3,4;8,12,14, Ncb,5.12,14, 


& -13, It was a good time in Jſachar, when as, 1 Chroy, 
12.32, bp os = 


3. The third Branch of che-Bahortation, Let me” frak' a 


few words unto 4/4, to Rulers and People hoth.cogether, The 


Commandis (as we ſe) that we all ought to aim ar, ang de 
ſiudious of the common. good, the neal and welfare away 
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wholt, the Lines of every ones wayes and aQings ſhouſd-meet 
 inchat Center. In the fear of God be faithful and careful here- 
in, Andto this end, let me addea few general Helps and Di-- 
re&ions from the Word of God, ſuch as may concern both 
Rulers.and People in their ſeveral capacities, thongh more emi- 
reacly. the former, as having che main roke in the Conduct 
of Aﬀairs. FRR_mz 2 bw 

|  - 1: Be fureto fix upon a right, Baſi7,/ or ſettle npon a right ' 
| Intereſt, .even the true Intereſt of Chriſt Jeſus; 5. e. Be found - 


- 4 - 


them-parr of -our Intereſt; we muſt needs renonnce it as nonE 


how. you 51 
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Fire that will burs up this Stubble,, and then your poor Lea- 
ders that would have led you-the Tight way, may be remem- 


- . bred whenit is too Jate, Do nor on pretence of avoiding. Cor- 


+aption, run into ſinful Separation from any of the true Char- 
.ches of God, (and what is good therein) or from the Chil- 

dren of the Covenant, Prize and hold faſt the Covenant of 
God toyou and yours. Keep wich God in his Covenant, and 


' - walk up toit, and you may boldly cruſt him, God All-ſuffici- 


-ent will keep you, If we will own Gods Covenant but for 
. one Seneration onely,. (when as Ger. 17.7. the Covenant runs 


fo #6 and our feed after us in their generations) how juſtly may. 


the Lord tarry with us but for oe generation, and then break 
up houſe, and leave us to. confuſfon. Fe TS OT 

.(z.) Onthe other hand, do not ſo avoid Separation, as to 
negle&t or prejudice Reformation. The good old Nox-Confor- 
.m/ts were very zealous for Reformation, and yer alwayes ited- 


faſt Enemies to Separation ; thoſe two may well confiſt, and 


they left us a good example therein. Such things as are or 
have been known Corruptions in orher Churches, ic is no part 


of ſinful Separation, but a part of juſt Reformation to avoid - 
them, or refuſe to propagate, praQtiſe or continue them. 
. Chriſt would not ſeparate from (or caſt off). the Zemp/e, but 


he was zealous to purge the Temple, and fo ſhould we be. 
Andit is our Errandinto the Wilderneſs to-ſtudy and: practiſe. 
true Scripture- Reformation, and ir will be our Crows: (in the: 
fight of God and man) if we finde it, and: hofd it. without 
Adulterating deviations. Oh ſeek and keep ir, and hold ir faſt, 
Rev.3.11. To leave the Children of non-ſcandalous Orcho- 


% 


.dox Chriſtians Vnbaptized , will :(I doubt not) be one day 
found a thing diſpleafing unto Jeſus Chriſt, - . Bur on the other . 


.hand, to, Baptize in ſuch- a lax and licentious way, as ſerves. 
to dreſs men in the Zivery, without bearing the Yoke of 
Chriſt; to have his Name upon them, with -rejeQion of his 
Government, this will not ſuit either the Prixciples of Refor- 
mers, or the Ryles of Scripture. ' So though Rigid Severicy 


in Admiffjons to the Lords Table is to be avoided-;  yer-to ibe 


Jas and flight therein, co admit all ſorts to full Communion, : 


% 
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Bur Iforbear ro-meddle there. * 


.* In all avoid Ifregular Zxtremes,: and wilde Extravagancies . 


2. Study: 'Vnity, {and rotharend Order; ) 5.e. Unity in the. 

 Lord;andiin his Truth and Fear, Uaity in Sin, Errour and Evil 

is 2 piece of :He# , bur-Unity in Peace and Righteouſneſs is no 

| little part of” Heaven, and a-miin Ingredient in 2 peoptes wel- | 
fire; Pal tf. 3.-: T6 thig end; EEE TE 

_ - :=(7;):Lerall that fear" God heartily Unice in the main; yea 

all chat fear God will Unite therein : 5.e, .in_ the main Concern» 

_-ments-boch. of things of Religion, and of the: good of the 

| People. He tharffears and loves God, will love his 77»th, 

| _ lovehis Ford, (the'Rule of Faith and Life) -and love his pre-- 

|  p/+andlove their beſt welfare; and the main Cnr 
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all' theſe things are ſo plain- and palpable; as he: thar cordially : 
loves them will (unleſs tranſported in « pang of. Temptation _ 
which will not hold ) ſee 'and doſe-with-rhem , and unite. . * 
thetein,, | | oe Clo = 
- (2.) - Let notthem chat Urire in the main, be :d5/+#nited by _ 
leſſer Differences, but pherein attend the -means -of Help, -and | 
bedror -.  . - 

1. Attend the Means of: diſcerning-and finding our the right 
way eveninleſſer matters, and of agreeing therein, There is 
nothing. ſo lictle:in the things of Religion, or ' of the-pablick = 

_ Wilfare, (eſpecially in: matters of practice, wherein we muſt 
of neceſfiry at and-praGtiſe one way or'ethet) as that wemay 
negle& it, or negle&t our beſt Endeavours to'rfinide:i ont, and 
attend the minde of God'rherein,. We muſt not: difregart] - 
the lexſt of Gods Contmandntnts, wor: teuch wen fo top, Mus. 
5-19.- Though the Points of Baptiſm, Charch:Order, and ſuch 
like, be not Fundamentals of £aivatios, y& they are: matters 
of neceſſary -prafice, - (and of no ſmall: choment: neicher;) 
wherein we ought to uſe all the mens that: God thath-ap- 
pointed; and gives spportunity to know'dnd do his Will; 'and 
to- labour to agree therein,. that emay ;ſpouk "the ſame: thing, © 
1Cor.1.10;- We ſhould nor «link t-a ford thing to 'be-0f 
many mines, 'but diſigently ufe the urmoft mains to wgree, . | 
| 2. If after the uſe. of all Means:, ſome ſmaller : and: lefler_ 
_ Differences. do remain, (as ſome there willtbewhile wedwell - 
in the fleſh) Agree-not to: Dz/agree about rthetn, -butromanage: 
them with Love and Meekneſs, Agree, I ſay, dt :in:order to 

Separation,: cthatis a ttrange Agreement: to:agreeito Divideanll - 

- Diſanite; but in order to Union and Communion: and-in :the 
iſſue, Jer Order carry it; be fer-down by Orter; ſubmirting : 

one t& another in the Lord, 1 Cor,14i32;33.. : Fherecahnottbe - 

peace (but confuſion) if there be-not; an ordetly!!/rbjefFHHon one - 

to anocher.. = Cay OO OS: + - 

You will ſay theſe are but :gexerals, It is not icafierts + 
ſpeak more'then ſo. here : but yer- they are ſucklgenerh]s: - | 
$; humbly conceive ), admir:an caſie applicatidn»ro paravione: Nx 
las... "LL - ED 2g WEE IC VEL a 
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. 3, Letevery one take. heeg of $i», und: Rudy Holtns/2,n 

praftical P32, or. cloſe. ipynr C64 God, Provi1 4:34; Fort 
| de an happy People,, If. any 
{tin be- ſprouting up or getting head, timely.obſerye ic, and werd 


it-opr. of your Souls, Churches, Families, Towns, Country, 
_ Loe Miniſters Tefeave i, andaronts, Tta:;$8.1, Let Mayi- 
0 


ſtrates impartially peviſ>it, (and God forbid char ſhould eyer 
be found with us,- as Amo; 5.10.) Andlet all ſores of. men 


Sand .op againſt fin in their Jeveral places; and inall regular © 
es 


wayes, {tor 2 diſorderly. ungrounded. and il-managed Zeal 
often 75 alla burt chen gg00d,) Keep our Sz, and that will 
keep out Sorrow, Iſa. 4.3,5, when 7ers/alems remnant are 


oh, and ow” op beauty and glory to God, ther wpor all that 


glory there ſhall he 4 defence. We intheſe places are eminently 


| expects it from us ; If we benot ſo, we may expect his-- 


Rod, Amos 3.2. yetif we hear:his Red, and be improving. of it 


unto holineſs and amendrent, he will not caſt us off. 


4. Inthis way (of regular walking before God) Put your 


_ truſt inthe Lord God Almighty, 'Leph.3.12. Be humble and be- 


lieving : Carry.it humbly before'God and man , be not hanghty 
becauſe of the holy Mouncajn, nor. in any.other regard. I wiſh 
our whole courſe, garb. and .guiſe might ſpeak Hamility and 


Humiliation, it ſo humbling a time as this is. Carry. ir/1n all. 
; things as becomes a-poor and aflited people : :Bur if, you: be . 
- the peaple of God, and: God Almighty be yqur-God, then pur 


your truſt in him. P/a/62.8, that was the great duty of 1/rarl 
inthe Wilderneſs of. old, andthe want of. that the.\great Con- 
troverfie, P/al.78.22. Never: did God take perſon or people 


' Into Covenant and. near' fellowſhip. with: bimfelf, but he- put 


them upon this ſoqner or-later, co venture all upon God, - and 
to relie upon his Mercy,, Power and, Faichfalneſs, ' baving no 


other ſtring to their Bow-but Faith in'him': So.4b745haw, and _ 


2 acob often ;. ſo 1[rarl at the Red: Sea, -and. in the Wilderneſs, 
where they were.called open[y'to e..and: live by Faith in the 
fight of the world, both as co ProteRion.*and Proyifion, *And 
'never was God known-.co fail a aſa in- a way of = 
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to.-bring a good iſſue. 
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_  doingdidirit themſelves wich him... We have ſandry'times |. 


read of weapons formed, but never of -any that proſpered againſt 


Reforming people,. and relying upon God;. The tory of Aſa, 


of 7ehoſhaphat, of Hezekiah may eaſily be remembred, 2 Chroy,. 
14. 7 20. & 32. and of | Nthemiabalfo,Neh.4.11,15.& 6.16. 
& {0in the Promiſe, /fa.54. 17. That denomination | vfa Reform-: | 


. ing people] may (4 hope) in-ſome comfortable meaſure be given. 


to this people. Reformation js: that that.we arecengaged upon; 
& are labouring in,thovgh wich much inficmiy and troudle,and 
ſomerime- ready to ſiy: as.they, Nth.4.10. yet-the Work'is ir 
hand, and nor guite. given over : ' Ahd chiere is a defixe- to fear+ 
Gods Name, and do his Will, as Nh. 1.11. I hope the greateſk. 
and ſwaying part do lincerely ſay, Thy #/i4 be. doe, though 

through weakneſs we cannot reach it , we ſhauld not arfpy/e, as: 


4 ech.4.10.. God may chaſten. us for neglects and faults, as he 


did them whenthey were upon Reforming-work after: the Ca- 
pzivity, Hag.1: [ And indeed there are ſuch faults among us, as 
do give matter of fear as well :as hope; I mean, fear 'of very 
ſore and ſmart Chaſtiſements':- we have no cauſe-to flatter.our 
ſelves, or to be ſecure.) But yet God: will be flow to caſt 'off. | 
his poor people ; though he chaften.us, «yer he will not zl us,, 

nor deſtroy; . but ſave in the iſſue, Pſal. 118. 18; and there- 
fore we ſhould be ſlow to caſt off our hope. Lay aſide Secu- 
rity, and be awakened.. (lf there. be- things of moment. amiſs 

among us, and we will neither mend, nor exdcavonr itin good 


earneſt, bur it may be- fallout with thoſe rhat would mend. as, 


verily God will-make us-know that'he-is in good earneſt, and 


will not be dallied with, it is-a jealous God wich whom: we 


have to do). but do nor lay aſide your Hope and Faith, Yea, 
whatever the Lord do-with-us, we ought wich humble reliance 


. on him; to leave our. ſelves withhim;. You chat have Faith, 


put-it forth ; pray down, and believe down Mercy for the Lords 
people, .(all- manner of mercy , preventing merey, reforming 
mercy, pardening ſanttifying mercy, and delivering mercy.) That 
of Aſa, Help ms, for wereſt*on thee, (2 Chron. 14.4 1.) 1s wont 
5, Laſtly, Lec erery one be and do for -Ged"and.for _ 
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& 4.20,21.) and doth.ſincerely ſeek their good and welfare. - - 
Why now hearken to this. word, all-you. that land before the be 


Lord of tords, and (it him down anthe' Throne of or "MM 0 

call all Nations, -and us all before. him,, and when it ſhall be E 

ſaid, What you did to my Brethren, to my People, yea ro the 

leaſt of theſe my Brethrey, you did it unto me? and what gonad + 

you d.d not do, what you neglcRed, or had no heart, no affe- 

Rion to do, nor. courage #9 do for theſe, - you aid it net to me, 

Mat. 25.40,45- How will theſe things look then ?' when all : 

worldly [merelts ſhall be worth nothins:; when Eſtates, and - 

| Friends, yea Crowns and Kingdomes' ſhall appear to be bur. 

pebble: ſtones, .compar'd wich--one good took-from Chriſt Jeſug.!- 

Will it notchen.bea comfore-to have ſought the welfare of the 

children of Iſrael ? and will ic not then be more bitter and + 

terrible then 'many deaths, 'not to_ have done it, or to have done © 

the contrary thereunto > What the Apoſtle ſaith to' Ecclef6- | 

aſt ical, 1 may ſay to Civil Ralers, 1 Peat.5.2,4. Feed and rule; — —. 

the Lords. people, and ſeek their good in the integrity of your - —+ 

hearts, and whey the" chief Shephera, and chief Ruler Ball” 

appear, thin ſhall you receive a Crown of Glory that fadath' not 

away And ſoall the people of Gad.in your ſeveral places, the 

Lord is with you, while you be with him; as: we excellently. 

heard the laſt Fear : andif you be with him, you muſt and wi.l 

be with and for his people; . yea chaſe to offer oft: fion with. 

them , if that be their condition, as Meſes: did, Heb1r1.25. $6 20M 

And you will every one ſay,as you-ſometimes ind that word on _ -—- © 70 

ſuch a day as this, ſweetly lefe wich you;by that feichtul Nathaniel ©. $45 

. now with God, Pfat. 122.8; For my Breth7cy, and companions «© 
ſake, 1 will now fay to PFurnſalem, Peace be within thee : and N : 
; | ; £ EN | becaule © Ne 
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